SHIPBUILDING

DUXBURY HISTORY FILE
HISTORY ROOM

RANDOM NOTES

‘®y FISHER KMES =~

- So long as pings and white oaks were the Prerequisites
for ghipbuilding as in Duxbury’s Heyday, America rather more
than hfld'_?her m;nr- There we;ef saaveral reasons for the de-
ciine of oif proud prowess on the high seas beslde tha change
%remww-oed—to%e-n—ve&selﬂ-:—gfﬁe—mrgoﬁrhnndicaﬁ bl'oydh:‘i'g'r-‘ Sl RN A e S0
posed upon wood_g_r‘l_ahips by granting a Tower rate of insurance
wo tnose built of Tron, our back-firing protective tariff, the in-

creasing disinclinafion of men to serve as sailors and the more:  ; comfortahle fortune

remunerative fields for investment offered capltal right at

jonie. A Tor example only 23

mileés al frilway were [ oper-

ation in 1880, while the country impatiently awaited develop-
ment. lsven the turnpike roads had not been huilt to any great
extent. In the laler years of the 18th century everything ithat

was, moved at all was moved by water,

e —OxmcArt- DOy e
. QOoods wers shipped to the varlous.
ports to which the crenking ox-carts
glowly came from the inland townas,
Hero wns a bualness of which wn had
a complete monopoly thunks to an
Act of 1789-—~and later ones lo which
it gnve birth—restricting all const-
wige trads to Amorican owned ves-
gels.” With forefign competition'
“RhocKed Tronn this seonomic ring the
tonnage lncreased from 68,607 tona
in 1789 to 5,441,688 in 19056,
Duoxbury had its share of n trade
That oxtonded Trom MAIRS W TI0TIIR,
and down to the islands of the Ca-
ribbean.” Her outhound ships carried
dried and. salted” codfish, plckled
muckerel,. salt beef and salt pork,
boards _and _shingles, barrel staves- -
and hoops, cheese, butter and can.’
dles. Possibly some rum as well to,
flavor - the--cargo. The. homeward
cargoes alwayd included such smplml
n5_molasses; sUgaT,-cofl on And
cotton. When a captain could pick
up some Indigo also he conaldered
himself lucky.
... Breakfasts in Old Daya .
Thege Inventories represent the
trade of earller days bofore smoke
from great factories began to stain
the Now England alr. It was the
trade-of an agricultutal people. Most
of the items are good to éat or drink.
To look a little further Into this
matter of comestibles — about 160
years deeper—Duxbury menus were
then of this order: Breakfasl; tea
or—ctffeebrown-bread—usuatly—with-
butter, salt or fresh fish [ried or|
broiled; Dinner; one or more of lhe'
foilcrwmmbes:—-rom—‘tnd—herba:x
salted beef or pork bolled, tres Tish
bolled or fried with pork, salt fishl
bolled, shell fish, pork baked with
beans, Indian pudding and {requent-
Iy tea or coffes, Wild fowl In au-
tumn and winter when they could,

t and class tg have one.

was rarely served more often than
twelve times a year. For supper;
tea -or coffee; Gsli=gg-at breakfast,
cheese, cokes madedt flour, ginger-:
bread . and ples of several sorts.

* date, poor relations of the

commerceEHd -t

Plenty of hearty food certainly, but
what became of the vegetables? Did

they call B eahbage sn-herb and car-_
rots and turnips roots?
—@r Yiig ig-wkilled-—vorket

‘jiieh Were drawn ofl to busier cen-
ters, The Westorns, Sounles, Spragues,
Sampsons, Drews, Delanos, Chand-
lers and all the rest-of thelr salty
Ik no longer went down ‘o the sea
in ships. The fishing craft of a later
stately
brigs and-barks and ships, had thelr
day also and vanighed in turn. Dux-
bury &ax.sseséd'bi_bp_{y_ishgg of |
= SProws L
ruffle its waters.now arc those of
small pleasure boats.
T Types of Vedaels

At thelr Dest Duxbury vessels were
no ocean greyhounds to look at. They
were short and thick through thej
walst and hips—to give the word A
nautlcal twist—but they were sturdi-
1y and honestly built, living up to the
good reputation of the packet ships
for outlasting the swift fancy clip-
pers. In the old custom-house rec-
ords most of them are set:down A8

#t ; ;
with ‘possibly one in B0 ghowing a
coquettish -elliptic rear. .More often,
though still not common, Was the
decorative touch of-the figurehead; In
most-cages literally. a_head-—almost
always teminine. “The ship, Powhsat-
tan, owned by Thomas Herrick and
Nathaniel-®insor; Jr.; more a&ppro-
priately bore that. of an Indian chief.
It was understandablé’that the large
square-rigged. v 8 ¢hought "thelr
lordly tonnage tied them to such
adornments, but’ AhirB?.'Wadsworth
and ‘James: Southworth, JT., thought |
their 7. oot I T J
‘equaliy entit!#to:the  honor. _She
was I think the,gnly one 05 her day

Even the Jargest ‘Duxbury ships
were well under 200 fect in. length.
The biggést that eyor ‘hit’tho waters

here - was- ofilclally. registered . 3
Hope, 'ship, Buflt T041, Dm:ﬁer

A5y feot 8 inchew; hrendth
24_feet 14 _inches; depth 17 feot
1% Inched) tonnage 880, Two decks,
three masats, square stern, no gal-
lerien, a billethead. Master, Truman
sonle. Ownear, kKrrn Weston, A billet-
head 18 ard ornamental carving fre-
quently and economlcally nael na a
aubstitwte for » fgarahead.

Brigs and burks were usually some-

what™ dnder 100 rasl " Iu “length,
‘schooners running from 50 to 76

feat. These of course were tho early
vessels. Small compgred with those
that came Taler, FE RHEEIRES =
bered -they were in the natare of
ploneers, bullt to fit thelr waters and

. majority of cases men of very mod-
-erate meanr: They did wettant brave-
Iy what they were called upon to do
and .latd the foundat'on for many

. Whon tho vessew from (b mare
l-peptherb—doap-watay- porta—began to
atretch thelr keols oven the s nallest
of them, the achoonera, somethnes
could show an much langth, or even
inore, than Weaton's full-rigg:d ship
“Hope." Newburyport’s "Cox and
Green' was longer by five full feet

The "'Lucy E, Frlend' from the snme
port was 147 feet long; the Ueorgs
U. Edmonda of Boston, 158.7 feet.
All of the fleat ot later-day schooners
launched from Mnine shores were
big and liko those just mentioned
they were three-mastera. Duxbury
seems never to have added the third
‘DiAALTo NeT  BEhoomara; The earliest
recorded throe-mastar was the "“Har-
mony'’, 1799, Captaln Price; no in-
tormallon as to Wherse §l& Was bulll.
and. described ap “Danish Bottom."
Bhe was lost on the passage between
New Haven and Surinam, so Con-
necticut may have been the State of
her "birth.”

- ——¥rat-Foar-mrater In N. E.

" Any threep-masted schooner prior
to 1860 ranks as an carly example.
The 995 ton schooner, “'Willlam [,
White”, of Bath, Maine, 1880, I8
upually credited with bLelng the first
tour-master in New England. Con-
necticut, however, disputes the clrim.
1t_meintaing that_the Orst was_the.
“Weybosset'’, bullt at Mystic, Conn.,

in—3R79 and-—gives the record-in

Amerlcan Lloyd's Register ag proof.
" Duxbary vessels occaslonally had
a single owner, frequently two or
three, an owner often serving as
mnaster. In many casecs they were
members of the same famlly, or
closely related. It waa very different
with -most of the larger eraft of a
later date which were owned by
gronps_ ot _share holders. Thirty-onc
held the ¢orge D. Edmonds™, 34
the *'Cox Green' and the (ns-
3 nst the “Mauad
, “balance of
go it went.
ersonal as
department stores or coal mines, '
“WMany Jnovestors naver AAw the Viiaqéls |
of which-thay were part owners. At
Duxbury the contact wag clese and
personal betwean vessel and owners,,
petween vesssl and all th\:)wn Jdne

deed, which shared vicarioysly In lts’
luck, good or bad. The veky nameg
ofm nate were
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